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DOG AGILITY CLASSES

Thank you for your interest in our agility classes. The classes have been designed as a complete program to enable people to enter agility competitions.  However, there are many fun things that we teach that will improve your relationship with your dog, so whether you plan to compete or not, you will find the classes enjoyable and useful. 

Dog agility is a competitive and fun sport in which a handler guides their dog around a series of obstacles.  The dog that negotiates the course in the fastest time and with the least number of errors is declared the winner.  In essence it is advanced dog obedience at speed with competitive events being held somewhere around the country most weekends.

In competition, dogs must run off leash and without food or toys to act as lures.  The handler is faulted for touching either the dog or the obstacles, unless by accident.  Consequently the handler’s controls are limited to voice, movement and various body signals, requiring a high degree of skill and training.

Obstacles that the dog may be required to negotiate include jumps, tunnels, ramps and even a seesaw.  Possibly the most complex piece of agility equipment is a line of 12 poles generally referred to as the weaves.  The dog must enter on a specific side and slalom in and out to the end without missing a pole.

The sport of agility is suitable for all sizes and breeds of dogs, including mixed breeds.  The only pre-requisites for joining a class being a general level of good health & fitness (including the dog not being over-weight), reasonable off-lead control around other dogs and a basic level of obedience.

Prior to moving on to our competitive training groups, participants will progress through 4 classes, each with a different focus. 

Level 1 – Foundation Skills for Agility

Level 2 – Mastering the Equipment

Level 3 – Teamwork - Handling Skills and Communication

Level 4 – Competitions & Courses 

Each course is a minimum of 8 and maximum 10 weeks long (weather permitting) and usually concurrently with the school term. You will be required to practice certain activities during the week between classes and each week the exercises will build on what has been covered previously, so those who attend every week generally have more success.

Level 1 – Foundation Skills for Agility, focuses on developing a strong relationship between you and your dog, introduces many key concepts for agility and disguises essential training exercises as games that you will play with your dog. 

Please note - it is quite common to repeat one or more terms, as graduation from each level requires the accomplishment of a whole range of new skills.  However, once you have satisfactorily completed Level 1 then you are invited to join the Club and all future classes are included in the cost of membership (currently $60 per annum).

Most dogs love agility and the opportunity to ‘work’ with their owner, however some dogs do prefer to stay at home by the fire!  If you are keen to have a go at agility with your dog, then please complete the application form and return it promptly with your payment to secure a place on the next course.  Places are allocated on a first come - first served basis and registrations generally close two weeks prior to the start of each term.  We look forward to introducing you to this addictive sport!
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AGILITY COURSE INFORMATION SHEET

(Please keep this sheet for your information)

	Important!  Please read…

To secure a place on a course you must return the “Agility Course Application” form together with a cheque for $70.00.

Our courses are sometimes oversubscribed and only prior payment will secure you a place. Registrations always close 2 weeks prior to the start of each term so that we can send out pre-course information and receipts are issued on the first night.  Details of term dates for next year are below. 

If you have any problems or queries, please phone Matilda on 021 02291489 or email (preferred) agilityatnsdtc@gmail.com  as soon as possible.


Details of courses in 2012 are as follows: 

Intake 1 – starts on 2nd  February & finishes on 5th April.

Intake 2 – starts on 26th April & finishes on 28th June.

Intake 3 – starts on 19th July & finishes on 20th September.

Intake 4 – starts on 11th October & finishes on 13th December.

(Dates may change at club’s discretion)

	Time:
	6.45pm to 7.45pm - (Set-up at 6.30!)
	

	
Where:
	
Wainoni Park, Orwell Road, Greenhithe (see map).  Entrance shared with Pony Club.
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AGILITY APPLICATION FORM

Please register me for the “Foundation for Agility” course commencing on: 


HANDLER'S DETAILS: 

(Please note that we limit classes to 1 handler per dog & this should be the same person each week.  Shared handling is confusing for the dog.)

	Surname:
	
	First Name:
	

	
	
	
	

	Address:
	

	

	Phone No:
	  (Home)
	
	(Work)
	

	E-Mail:
	
	
	Age:          (if under 15)
	

	
	          Note – this is our preferred method of communication
	

	Are you already a Club member for the current year?     Yes  /  No 
	

	
	


DOG'S DETAILS:

	Name:
	
	Date of Birth:
	
	

	
	
	.
	

	Breed:
	
	Please Circle:        Male / Female 
	    Neutered / Spayed


I affirm that, to the best of my knowledge, my dog is sound in body, fit to participate in agility & will have up to date vaccinations.

I understand that the course will run for 10 weeks on Thursday evenings from 6.30pm to 7.45pm at North Shore Dog Training Club, Orwell Road, Greenhithe.

I enclose payment of $70.  I understand that this payment is non-refundable and non-transferable.

I accept that the North Shore Dog Training Club Inc. ("Club"), or anyone acting officially on behalf of the Club, will not be held responsible for injury to my dog or me whilst on Club grounds.

	
	
	

	Applicant’s signature
	
	Dated


Please send your completed form with payment of $70 to:


North Shore Dog Training Club Inc.


Matilda van Rijnberk (Westad Signs)

          490e Don Buck Road

          Massey Auckland 0614

Cheques payable to “North Shore Dog Training Club Inc.” 
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