North Shore Dog Training Club
Information to help with 

Competing in Agility Events

Dogs must be 18 months of age before they may compete in agility events.

All dogs are required to have been measured and hold a height certificate. 
Speak to your instructor about measurement.
A dog may be entered in two levels of competition (e.g. –Elementary and Starters or Starters and Novice.) and as many events at those levels as there are on offer at the show (E.g. Starters 1,2, and Novice 1,2)
There are three main types of agility events
1. Ribbon Trials

2. Championship Shows

3. NALA – National Agility Link Association - refer to “What is NALA” on our website 
Ribbon Trials:

· May be entered by any club members doing agility

· Entries accepted on the day

· Levels of competition: 
Elementary A, - for experienced Handlers and a Starters level dog

Elementary B – Inexperienced handlers and a Starters level dog.

Starters 
Novice

Intermediate

Senior
Jumpers - at levels  C, B,  A

Possible agility games at graded levels
Championship Shows:

· Handler must be a member of a NZKC affiliated club

· Handler must be New Zealand Kennel Club registered

· Dog must be New Zealand Kennel Club registered

· All entries received on official entry form, prior to the closing date as advertised in NZKC Gazette
· Levels of competition: as above. 
AD, ADX advanced
In these events the handlers and the dogs are working for a clear round within the given time. They are working towards a title/qualification; they are not competing against each other.
· Handler must be a member of a NZKC affiliated club

· Handler must be New Zealand Kennel Club registered

· Dog must be  New Zealand Kennel Club registered

· All entries received on official form prior to the closing date as advertised in NZKC Gazette 
· Events are run in conjunction with either a Ribbon Trial or a Championship Show

NALA
At NSDTC the NALA competition usually takes place on the first Thursday of the month at 8:00 pm, with all entries accepted in the clubhouse on the night. There is one set agility course which is jumped by all levels of dogs and is uniform throughout New Zealand. Club members are encouraged to join the NALA group and participate in this national competition. It is also a good time to learn about ring craft, timing, recording, judging etc.  

How do you know when events are being held?

· Championship Shows are advertised in the NZKC Dog World magazine

· Information re local ribbon trials is generally displayed on the notice board in the club house
· The official agility NZ website http://www.dogagility.org.nz/  has a full calendar of events and information. You will also find the full Agility Regulations on the site –including all rules and specifications. 
· For more detailed information speak to your instructor or a committee member and / or visit the North Shore Dog Training Club website  www.nsdtc.org.nz 
Some more rules and other information:

*No food of any sort to be taken into the ring – not even in a container in your pocket. No toys or training aids in ring.

*Tug toys, food etc. if used after your run should be well outside the area of the ring. Don’t use squeaky style toys. All squeaky toys should be kept well away from the ring at all times – wiser to leave them at home.

*The running order will be displayed on a board near the entry to the ring. Check in with the call steward five or ten dogs prior to your run. 

*At the start line:        

Tell the scribe your dogs number. Check that the judge is ready for you to begin.                                                                                                                                                                                     If manual timing is used, the start line will be marked with two poles. Check to see where these are placed. Timing of your run will commence when your dog crosses the start line – whether you are ready or not! 

When electronic timers are used, the start line is generally on the first obstacle and timing commences when your dog passes through the timing device.  

*At the finish line:
          Electronic timers are usually placed on the last obstacle. For manual timing look for the finish poles and continue until your dog crosses the line.  Put your dog back on the lead when your run has finished. 

A CLEAR ROUND
A clear round is achieved when the round is completed with:
· No course errors (the dog has jumped all of the jumps in the correct order from the correct side)

· There has been no refusal or running past a jump

· No rails have been dropped

· The run is completed within the Standard Course Time

· The competitor has not touched the dog during the run (other than accidently).

All clear rounds will be awarded a CLEAR ROUND CERTIFICATE

The clear round should be recorded in the agility record book provided in the clubhouse. From there the information will be used to track and display your success.

All placings 1st to 10th in Elementary, Nationals and NDTA events and 1st to 5th in  other categories should also be recorded in the agility record book even if it was not a clear round.
FAULTS:


Five penalty points are given for:

· Deliberately touching the dog once the run has begun (5 penalty points each time you touch the dog)

· For each refusal

· Per jump for dropped rails

· Running past the line of the jump

· At starters level no penalties are incurred for multiple attempts to complete the weave so long as it is finally completed accurately. At higher levels 5 penalties apply for inaccurate weave

One penalty Point for:

· Each complete second taken over the Standard Course Time

DISQUALIFICATION:

· For more than three refusals

· For deviating from the given course (e.g. back jumping a jump, jumping a jump twice, jumping out of sequence 

· Not completing the weave accurately

· Exceeding the Maximum Course Time

· For taking a toy, food or training aid into the ring

· Dog wearing a collar with a tag.
· Harsh treatment of your dog, bad language, etc. at judges discretion.
· Dog leaving the ring out of handler’s control.

You may continue your run if disqualified until Maximum Course Time or when judge asks you to leave.
